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railed, were in evidence, not only in Persia, but in India and Greece
also, Tne tenets of the Sufis were "'that nothing exists absolutely but
God: that the human soul is an emanation from his essence, and though
divided for a time from sts heavenly source, will be finally reunited
\vitn it; that the highest possible happiness will arise from its reunion,
and that the chief good of mankind, in this transitory world, consists in
as perfect a union with the Eternal Spirt as the incumbrances of a mortal
frame will allow; that for this purpose, th^y should break ail connection
., or talluk, as they call it), with extrinsick objects, and pass through life
without attachments, as a swimmer in the ocean strikes freeiy "without
the impediment of clothes; that they should be straight and free as the
cypress, whose fruit is hardly perceptible, and not sink under a load,
like fruit-trees attached to a trellis; that, if mere earthly charms have
power to influence the soul, the idea of celestial-beauty must over-whelm
it in extatick delight; that, for want of apt words to express the divine
perfections and the ardour of devotion, we must borrow such expressions
as approach the nearest to our ideas, and speak of Beauty and Love in a"
transcendent and mystical sense; that like a reed torn from its native
bank, like wax separated from its delicious honey, the soul of man
bewails its disunion with melancholy musick, and sheds burning tears,
like the lighted taper, waiting passionately for the moment of its
extinction, as a disengagement from earthly trammels, and the means
of returning to its Only Beloved/' 24The Sufi cult is obviously similar
to the Bhakti cult of India-the cult that has found such marvellous poetic
self-expression as in lyric-sequences like Gitagovinda - and this again
reinforces the point that there is an immemorial affinity between India
and Persia.

As regards the architecture of Iran, Jones points out that it did not
share the features of its Indian version, possibly because the constructions
at Persepolss and such other places were made after the Mahabadians,
who, accord ing to Jones, were actually Hindus. Jones's conclusion is
that the possessors of the later Indian, Arabian and Tartary kingdoms
had all originally belonged to the Persian empire, where the language
spoken was the common mother of Sanskrit, Zend and Parsi. Iran was
the 'true centre of population, of knowledge, of languages, and of
arts'. It was, again, an original Hindu race that later settled under various
denominations at various places as a result of a zig-zag expansion. Jones's
conjecture is that the races of Asia that were apparently different from

* Ibid, pp. 157-158
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